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TEEN TRENDSETTERS MENTOR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
Use this Quick Reference Guide before each session to review mentoring tips,
reading strategies, and suggestions for each part of the mentoring session.

TO BE A SUCCESSFUL MENTOR
o
o
o
o

Review the lesson before each mentoring session.
Be reliable, focused, and attentive.
Give the book to your mentee to hold and turn the pages.
Give lots of praise, and have fun!

KNOW YOUR MATERIALS
Your Mentor Guide includes a full lesson for each book with instructions for all
activities. Your mentee will take home a new book (with a Parent Guide) at the end
of every session.

KNOW YOUR READING STRATEGIES
Reading strategies help readers improve their comprehension. You will model the
strategies for your mentee and monitor their reading while they practice using them.
o PRE-READING. Discuss the book before reading! Ask lots of questions about the
topic and ask your mentee to make predictions about the story based on the title,
cover page, and pictures in the book. Show the pages without reading while your
mentee makes predictions. Ask why they think those predictions will happen. Ask
what your mentee knows about the subject and explain some basic points if it is an
unfamiliar topic.
o NEW WORDS. Before reading, introduce each new word using these steps:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

You pronounce the word.
Your mentee repeats the word correctly.
You explain the meaning using simple words.
You give an example of what the word is and what it is not.
Your mentee correctly explains the meaning to you.
Your mentee gives examples that show they understand the meaning.
Use new words often!

o DURING AND AFTER READING. Ask LOTS of questions that require your mentee to
make personal connections. Did predictions come true? What is their opinion about
a character in the book? Discuss personal experiences related to the topic. Ask what
your mentee liked or disliked about the book. Was anything new or surprising? You
can ask any other questions that relate to the topic!
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EACH MENTORING SESSION HAS FOUR PARTS:

HI!
MEET & GREET

REVIEW

Questions to ask your mentee at the
beginning of each session:

Questions to ask your mentee to
review the previous session:

What has been the best part
of your day and why?

When and where did you
read your book? How often did you
read outside of school?

What has happened since
our last session?
What is something you are
looking forward to?
After questions, tell your mentee that
you are glad to see them and why.

LET’S
READ!

Where did you see or hear your new
words? When did you practice using
your new words?
What do you remember about what
you read last time we met?

GREAT
JOB!

READING

CLOSING

Follow your Mentor Guide and
complete all activities for the book.

Give high fives or fist bumps, and state
specific things your mentee did well. Focus
on effort as well as success!

Your mentee should be able to read the
book independently by the end of the
lesson.
Put the Parent Guide in the book, and
present the book to your mentee to
take home at the end of the session.
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TELL ME
ABOUT...

Praise your mentee for trying something
that is new or difficult and sticking with it
when the reading is hard.
Make a plan for your mentee to read at
home before your next session. Ask when
and where the reading will happen.

TEEN TRENDSETTERS MENTOR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

HELP YOUR MENTEE BE A
SUCCESSFUL READER
STRUGGLING READERS:
o need to learn and practice reading strategies repeatedly.
o need practice reading out loud to build confidence and read
smoothly.
o need to build their vocabulary by discussing word meanings
and using new words frequently.
o benefit from LOTS of discussion before, during, and after
reading.

KNOW WHEN TO TAKE A BREAK
If your mentee gets fidgety or tired, loses focus, or makes more mistakes than
usual, take a quick break. Walk to the water fountain, play a game of tic-tac-toe,
or stand up and stretch by making letters of the alphabet with your body.

IF YOUR MENTEE DOESN’T UNDERSTAND
Stop and re-read the last page, and tell your mentee that good readers often
re-read. Tell your mentee to think of the book as a movie and describe what
they see based on the words they are reading. Help fill in missing details. Show
your mentee how to use clues in the book to better understand. Point out
pictures and words your mentee knows, and review what has happened so far
to see if it helps your mentee’s comprehension. Ask your mentee questions
to find out what they understand. Ask your mentee to summarize the book in
their own words and offer missing ideas or key facts.

IF YOUR MENTEE ISN’T MOTIVATED
TO READ
o Develop a positive bond with your mentee. Know their likes and dislikes, and talk
about what you have in common.
o Be upbeat and enthusiastic. Give lots of encouragement and praise!
o Celebrate success with a special high five, fist bump, or sticker.
o Ask why they don’t want to read. Explain that it’s normal to feel that way when work
is hard. Share a time you didn’t want to do something.
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What Is That Smell?
Guided Reading Level: G

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Ask your mentee to explain the meaning
of the following words to you: custodian,
air freshener, materials, sprayed. Praise
your mentee for correct responses, and
provide the meaning for any words they
tell you they do not know or that they do
not answer correctly. Be sure to follow
all the steps for introducing new words
(found on page 3).

1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK

Tell your mentee that there are words in
the book that end with the letters –ing.
Some examples are working, looking, and
cleaning. Ask your mentee if they know
what the letters –ing at the end of a word
tell the reader. (It means the action is
happening now, in the present.) Have your
mentee list some other actions that end
in –ing that they predict might be in this
story, based on the title. (Sample answers:
smelling, stinking, asking, laughing.)

Read the title out loud to your mentee
and look at the cover of the book
together.

3. I READ

Ask your mentee what they think the
smell is, based only on the front cover.
Ask your mentee what clue(s) they used
to predict the answer.

4. WE READ

Ask your mentee to tell you about a time
that someone thought your mentee did
something that they did not actually do.
How did it make your mentee feel? How
was the misunderstanding resolved?
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Read the book aloud to your mentee.

Echo reading:
o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You can
read just one or two sentences at a
time and have your mentee repeat
after you.

o Whoever is reading should use their
finger to follow the words.

hurts your nose or eyes, stings.) If no, list
all the words you know to describe the
smell of skunk spray.

5. YOU READ

Ask your mentee why skunks spray
things to make them smell bad. (To keep
predators away, to stay safe.) Discuss
what happens when a skunk gets scared.
(A skunk lifts its tail and sprays a strong
odor to keep animals and people away.)

Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.
6. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to put the actions of
this story in the order they happened by
asking these questions:
o What happened first? (There was a
smell.)
o What happened next? (The kids
started looking for the smell.)
o What happened after that? (The
teacher started looking for the smell.)
o Who looked for the smell after
the teacher could not find it? (The
custodian)
o What happened after lunch? (The
teacher read a story about a boy and a
dog.)
o What caused the smell? (The boy’s
boots were sprayed by a skunk.)
7. EXPLORE MORE

Ask your mentee to list two or three ways
that the smelly spray helps a skunk in
nature. (Sample answers: protects their
babies; keeps bigger animals away; the
smell lasts a long time; the skunk has time
to escape a dangerous situation.)
Now have your mentee list two or three
ways that the smelly spray might not
help a skunk in nature. (Sample answers:
it tells other animals where the skunk
is located; the skunk can run out of
spray and has no other defense against
danger.)
Ask your mentee to pretend to be a
skunk. Ask them to tell you about a
situation where they would spray and
why. Ask questions to encourage your
mentee to provide specific details and
get creative!
Ask your mentee to explain why they
think this book is in a unit about kindness.
(Sometimes a bad smell is not what we
think it is; a person might feel bad if their
clothes or boots are smelly; a pet that
gets sprayed by a skunk needs help to
get the smell off; a skunk might need help
from a human to escape danger.)

Ask your mentee if they have ever
smelled a skunk or anything that has
been sprayed by a skunk. If yes, have
your mentee say all the words they know
to describe the smell of skunk spray.
(Sample responses: stinky, smelly, strong,
7

Are You a Bully?
Guided Reading Level: H

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Explain to your mentee that they
probably know the meaning of the words
in this book, but they may not know how
they are spelled. Point to these words in
the book and pronounce them for your
mentee:
Pg. 2 – laugh, stare
Pg. 4 – giggle, yawn
Pg. 10 – wearing, jokes
Pg. 12 – recess, tease
Pg. 14 – gym, clumsy
Pg. 16 – friend
3. I READ
1 . INTRODUCE THE BOOK

Read the book aloud to your mentee.

Read the title out loud to your mentee.
Ask your mentee to answer the question
and say why or why not.

4. WE READ

Turn the pages of the book to show your
mentee the pictures. Cover the words
on the pages and do not read them.
Ask your mentee to make predictions
about what happens in the story. For
each response, have your mentee point
to something in the picture to support
their prediction. Tell your mentee that you
will read the book together to see if the
predictions come true.

o You and your mentee read the words
aloud at the same time.
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Choral Reading:

o You may need to read the page first
and then have your mentee read along
with you.

o Explain the pattern of the book: the
right page has the same words, and
the left page shows different situations
where a student is being bullied. This
helps your mentee make predictions
and build confidence while reading.
5. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.
6. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to re-tell the story to
you, explaining the main ideas in their
own words. Your mentee does not need
to remember the characters’ names but
should be able to tell you the situations
where a child is bullied and the reason
why—one boy does not read well, one
girl wears glasses, one boy is overweight
and cannot run fast. There are other
children who are bullied for no reason—
students steal a girl’s lunch and trip a girl
on the bus while calling her names. Ask
questions about what happened in the
book and fill in any key details that your
mentee does not remember.

7. EXPLORE MORE
Ask your mentee to explain why the same
words are repeated on the right page
throughout the book. (Sample answers:
to make a point about bullying; to show
that there are many different ways that
kids might be bullied; to show that it is
not kind to bully other children.)
Ask your mentee to answer the question
on page 16—have they ever been bullied?
How does it feel to be bullied? What did
they do in the situation? Has your mentee
seen another child be bullied? What did
they do in the situation? What should
they do when they see another child
being bullied? (Sample answers: tell a
teacher or adult; tell the bully to stop.)
Ask your mentee to list all the ways that
they can be kind to another student. Ask
if being kind is important to be a good
friend and discuss.
Choose one of these writing prompts and
have your mentee tell you what they want
to say while you write it down.
o Have your mentee write a letter to
Beth, Zack, Jane, Christopher, Liz,
Trent, or Ellen explaining why they
want to be their friend.
o Have your mentee write a letter to
Beth, Zack, Jane, Christopher, Liz,
Trent, or Ellen from the group of
bullies apologizing for their actions.
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The Donkey and
His Driver

Guided Reading Level: H

the clues in the title, the words on the last
page, and the two illustrations.
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS

1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK

Ask your mentee to explain the meaning
of the following words to you: winding,
shortcut, experience, mumbled. Praise
your mentee for correct responses and
provide the meaning for any words they
tell you they do not know or do not
answer correctly. Be sure to follow all the
steps for introducing new words (found
on page 3)!

Ask your mentee if they know what a
fable is. If they do, ask them to explain
what a fable is. If they do not, say that
a fable is a short story that usually has
animals as characters and teaches a
lesson or “moral.”

Turn to page 8 and ask your mentee why
the word many is repeated and in bold
the second time. (To show emphasis, it
is a clue that this word is related to the
lesson or moral of the fable)

Read the title out loud and look at the
cover together. Ask your mentee what
they know about Donkey before reading
the book. (Sample answers: he is pulling
a wagon; he works for the driver; he is
stopped on a cliff.) Ask your mentee
what they know about the driver just by
looking at the picture. (Sample answers:
he is holding on to or pulling Donkey’s
tail; he has Donkey pulling a cart full of
hay; he is smiling.)

3. I READ

Turn to page 16 and read it aloud to your
mentee. Ask your mentee to tell you what
they think the story will be about without
looking at any other pages—using only

o Your mentee starts reading out loud
from where you left off.
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Read the book aloud to your mentee.
4. WE READ
Popcorn reading:
o You start reading the book out loud,
and whenever you want to stop, tap
the page and say, “popcorn.”

o When your mentee wants to stop, they
tap the page and say, “popcorn.”
o Go back and forth like this until the
end of the book.
5. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.
6. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee if their prediction about
the fable was accurate. Turn to the cover
and the last page again. Ask your mentee
to look at the words and pictures for new
clues that support what the story was
about and discuss.
Ask your mentee what the lesson, or the
moral, of the fable is. (Answer: listen to
and learn from people with experience
because they can help you avoid
mistakes.)
Tell your mentee about a time that you
thought you could take a shortcut, but
it did not work out well for you. Ask
your mentee to tell you about a time
when they listened to someone who had
experience and avoided a mistake or
problem by learning from that person.

7. EXPLORE MORE
Draw three columns on a piece of paper
and label the first one “Donkey,” the
second one “Driver,” and the third one
“Both.”
Say the words below out loud to your
mentee and ask if the word describes
Donkey, the driver, or both of them.
Explain the meaning of unfamiliar words
to your mentee. Write the word in the
column your mentee selects after they
give an example from the story that
explains why they are putting the word
in that column. (There are no correct
answers. The words can go in any column
as long as your mentee gives an accurate
example from the book to support the
word placement in that column. Some
choices might be stubborn, unsafe, lazy,
helpful, frustrated, patient, selfish, or
smart.)
Ask your mentee these questions:
o When was Donkey kind to the driver?
(Sample answer: at the end when he
learned his lesson.)
o When was the driver kind to Donkey?
(Sample answer: he tried to help
Donkey not take a shortcut.)
o How does the moral (lesson) of this
fable connect to kindness?
If you have time, act out this fable with
one of you playing Donkey and one of
you playing the driver. Use your own
words, keeping the main ideas and the
moral of the story the same. Perform your
skit for another mentoring pair and watch
theirs!
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Halves and Quarters
Guided Reading Level: H

Turn to the Table of Contents on page 3.
Explain what a Table of Contents is and
how it helps organize the book for the
reader.
o Point out the new words on this page
like glossary and index.
o Explain that a glossary is a “Know Your
Words” list with word meanings, and
turn to page 23.
§

§

1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to explain what half of
something is. Now ask if your mentee
can explain what a quarter of something
is. Teach the meaning(s) if your mentee
cannot answer the question(s). Use
examples such as money, a graham
cracker, a couch, a piece of paper, etc.
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Tell your mentee that the format of this
book has resources to guide the reader.
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§

Follow the steps on page 3 of
this Mentor Guide to explain the
meanings of the words to your
mentee.
Tell your mentee that the bold
words in the sentences are the
new vocabulary words you just
reviewed in the glossary.
Do not show the index yet. If your
mentee asks, explain that you will
explore the index after reading.

3. WE READ
Note to Mentor: You will not read this
book aloud to your mentee. Explain that
you will help your mentee read this book,
and that from now on, you two will read
each book for the first time together.

Echo reading:
You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You may
even want to read just one or two
sentences at a time and have your
mentee repeat after you.
o Whoever is reading should use their
finger to follow the words.
4. YOU READ
There won’t be time for your mentee to
read this book to you. Make sure during
echo reading that your mentee can
read this book well enough to bring it
home and read independently. Help your
mentee pronounce words that might
be difficult to read like friends, equal,
quarter, and halves.
5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to talk about a time that
they had to share something. How was it
divided? Were the parts equal? Were the
parts cut in halves or quarters? When is it
important to have exactly equal portions,
and when is it okay to have portions that
are not equal?

Turn to page 12 and have your mentee do
the exercise. Turn to page 20 and have
your mentee do the exercise. Correct and
discuss any mistakes your mentee makes.
6. EXPLORE MORE
Use tape, sidewalk chalk, or pieces of
paper to make the outline of a square on
the floor or near your mentee. Use pieces
of paper or your body to cover part of
the square, and ask your mentee to say
if you are covering half or a quarter of
the square you made. Now have your
mentee lie down or place the pieces of
paper in the square and tell your mentee
to cover a half or quarter of the square.
Do this with as many objects as you can
find. Change the location of the covered
part of the square to help your mentee
understand the concept of a half and a
quarter.
Draw a picture of a cake or a pizza on a
piece of paper. Ask your mentee to draw
a line to “cut” it in half. Are both halves
equal? Now ask your mentee to draw
a line to “cut” it into quarters. Ask your
mentee which is larger—one half or one
quarter? (Answer: half.) Why is a half
larger than a quarter? (Answer: because
it is cut into two pieces instead of four.)
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Telling Time
Guided Reading Level: I

(Sample answers: choose their clothes
and make a lunch the night before; set an
alarm; get enough sleep.)
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 23.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee if they know how to
read a clock. Use a clock in the mentoring
space, your phone, or a watch to have
your mentee tell you what time it is. If
they don’t know, do not teach them. Say
that the book will explain how to tell what
time it is. If they do know, ask how they
learned and when they need to know
what time it is. (Sample answer: to catch
the school bus.)
Ask your mentee to tell you about their
daily routine for getting to school. Are
they usually early, late, or on time? What
do they do to arrive at school on time?

14

o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You may
even want to read just one or two
sentences at a time and have your
mentee repeat after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
o Stop on each page and come up with
at least one question to ask your
mentee about the sentences on that
page.

4. YOU READ
There won’t be time for your mentee to
read this book to you. Make sure during
echo reading that your mentee can read
this book well enough to bring it home
and read independently.

§

§

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Turn to pages 16 and 20 and have your
mentee answer the questions. Help your
mentee if they don’t know or if they get
an answer wrong.
Play the “Yes/No/Why” game:
o Ask your mentee yes/no questions
about the book. Your mentee answers
yes or no and says why. Here are some
sample questions and answers:
§

§

§

Does a teacher need to know how
to tell time? Yes, because they
need to start class and get children
to the cafeteria or busses on time.
Do pets need to know how to tell
time? No, because they do not
have to be places at a certain time.
Is it important to know how to tell
time? Yes, because school, work,
and fun events usually start on
time, and if you are always late, you
will miss important events or lose
your job.

§

Is it important for a chef to know
how to tell time? Yes, because
recipes need certain amounts of
cooking time to come out tasting
good.
Is a clock the only way to know
what time it is? No, sailors, hunters,
and campers use the sun, moon,
and stars to tell time without a
clock.
Ask as many yes/no/why questions
as you can think of.

6. EXPLORE MORE
There are many fun, free, and interactive
games online to practice telling time. Visit
this site to play a matching game with
your mentee—the goal is to match the
time on a digital clock with the time on a
clock face. https://www.education.com/
game/clock-match-five-minutes/
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Thermometers
Guided Reading Level: I

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 23.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:
o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You can
read one or two sentences at a time
and have your mentee repeat after
you.
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Your mentee knows that a thermometer
is used to take a person’s temperature.
Ask your mentee if they know why a chef
uses a thermometer. (Answer: to make
sure meat is thoroughly cooked.) Why
does a farmer use a thermometer? (To
check the temperature of the soil for their
crops.) Who else uses a thermometer? (A
weather forecaster to see how hot or cold
the air is outside; a scientist to test the
temperature of a liquid for an experiment;
a baker to test the temperature of candy;
an inspector to make sure an oven or a
refrigerator is the proper temperature.)
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o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
o Stop on each page and come up with
at least one question to ask your
mentee about the sentences on that
page.
4. YOU READ
There won’t be time for your mentee to
read this book to you. Make sure during
echo reading that your mentee can read
this book well enough to bring it home
and read independently.

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
A thermometer is one way to measure
the temperature in the air. Ask your
mentee to list other ways that we can
tell how hot or cold it is outside. (Sample
answers: there is frost on the windows;
you can see your breath; your skin burns
from the sun; your fingers and toes get
numb from the cold; snow melts; your
legs burn when you sit on a bench.)
Ask your mentee to think about a time
that it was very hot or very cold outside.
Make comparisons using “as” or “like.”
Example: It was as cold as a snowman,
or it was hot like an oven. See how many
your mentee can think of!
6. EXPLORE MORE
Make two columns on a piece of paper
and write “Different” at the top of one
column and “Alike” at the top of the
other column. Tell your mentee to think
of the three books you read in this unit:
Halves and Quarters, Telling Time, and
Thermometers. Have your mentee say all
the ways that the three books are alike
while you write their responses. (Sample

answers: they all measure something;
they all have to do with math or numbers;
they all have tools that make our daily
lives easier.) Then have your mentee say
all the ways that the three books are
different. (Sample answers: time and
temperature have tools to measure them
but halves and quarters do not; clocks
are everywhere but thermometers are
not; halves and quarters can be used to
describe food or money.)
Play the “Would you rather?” game. Ask
your mentee to answer the following
questions and tell you why:
o Would you rather be too hot or too
cold? Why?
o Would you rather tell time using the
stars, sun, and moon or a clock? Why?
o Would you rather have one half or one
quarter of a cookie and why?
o Would you rather have a nurse take
your temperature with a clock or a
thermometer? Why?
o Try making up some of your own
questions—be creative!
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The Ant and the
Grasshopper

Guided Reading Level: G

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Your mentee probably knows the
meaning of the words in this book but
may not know how they are spelled.
Preview tricky words, such as oranges,
puzzles, and tomorrow, so your mentee
will recognize and pronounce them
correctly.
Point out features of the words: the shape
of the word, the beginning letter, and the
word’s familiar letter sounds.
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to look at the cover and
describe what they see.
Next, ask your mentee to make a
prediction about what the book will be
about based on the title and the picture
on the cover.
Turn the pages and ask your mentee to
look at the pictures but not the words.
Ask your mentee what will happen in the
story. What does your mentee think the
moral (the lesson) will be at the end?
(It is okay if they do not know or do not
guess correctly!)
Ask your mentee to describe what their
family does to prepare for winter. How
far in advance do they start preparing?
(Sample answers: stack wood; take out
winter clothes; put away summer clothes;
plan or decorate for special holidays; turn
over the garden.)
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Tell your mentee to use the pictures as
clues about what is happening in the
story.
3. WE READ
Choral Reading:
o You and your mentee read the words
aloud at the same time.
o You may need to read the page first
and then have your mentee read along
with you.
o Explain the pattern of the book—the
left page shows different activities
the Grasshopper wants the Ant to do
with him, and the right page shows
the same response from the Ant every
time.

4. YOU READ

6. EXPLORE MORE

Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.

Act out the story with one of you playing
Ant and the other Grasshopper. Move like
an ant or a grasshopper and make up new
activities for Grasshopper to invite Ant
to do with him. Ask your mentee to act
out the ending if Ant joined Grasshopper
instead of sticking to his work.

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK

Ask your mentee to tell you if they are
usually more like Ant or Grasshopper.
Write a short paragraph together that
explains how your mentee is like Ant or
Grasshopper and includes at least one
example.

Ask your mentee to review their
predictions and discuss whether they
came true or not. Look at the pictures
together and point out clues that support
the actions in the story.
Ask your mentee to list words to describe
Grasshopper (Sample answers: lazy, laid
back, fun, playful, disorganized) and
Ant (Sample answers: hard-working,
motivated, sticks to his plan, careful,
thinks ahead, smart).
Ask your mentee to describe what it is
like to be Ant or Grasshopper. Which is
better and why?

Ask your mentee to stand up tall (like a
grasshopper) and tell you about a time
when he tried to convince someone who
was busy to stop and play. What was the
outcome? Ask your mentee to sit low on
the floor (like an ant) and tell you about
a time that someone wanted to play with
them, but they kept doing what they were
doing. What was the outcome?
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Who Needs Water?
Guided Reading Level: I

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Your mentee probably knows the
meaning of the words in this book but
may not know how they are spelled.
Preview tricky words, such as lakes,
electricity, and rainbow, so your mentee
will recognize and pronounce them
correctly.
Point out features of the words: the shape
of the word, the beginning letter, and the
word’s familiar letter sounds.
Tell your mentee to use the pictures as
clues about what is happening in the
book.
3. WE READ
Popcorn reading:
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee if there has ever been
a time they did not have access to water,
maybe due to a storm, a camping trip,
or a plumbing problem. What did they
do to get water? How did daily activities
change at home? (Sample answers: use
a bucket to flush the toilet; go without
a shower or bath; go to a laundromat to
wash clothes; pile dishes in the sink or
use paper plates to eat.)
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o You start reading the book out loud,
and whenever you want to stop, tap
the page and say, “popcorn.”
o Your mentee starts reading out loud
from where you left off.
o When your mentee wants to stop, they
tap the page and say, “popcorn.”
o Go back and forth like this until the
end of the book.

4. YOU READ

6. EXPLORE MORE

Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.

Make a colored caterpillar ~ You will need
five clear plastic storage containers or
clean glass food jars, some paper towels,
and food coloring (red, yellow, and blue).
Put water in the five jars. Have your
mentee put red coloring in one jar, yellow
coloring in another jar, and blue coloring
in a third jar. Leave two jars with clear
water and put them in between the jars
with food coloring. Roll a paper towel so
it looks like a worm and place one end in
the jar with food coloring and one end in
a jar with clear water. Do this with several
paper towels so that one end is in colored
water and the other one is in clear water.
What happens with the colors on the
paper towel when it starts absorbing
water?

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to go through every
part of their day and say which activities
require water. (Sample answers: flush
toilet, wash hands, boil water for food,
brush teeth, bath or shower, drink water,
put water in a bowl for a pet, clean the
house or do dishes, water plants.)
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The Cycle of Seasons
Guided Reading Level: I

Explain to your mentee that sometimes
the same word can mean a thing (a noun)
and an action (a verb). Four words in
the glossary can be a thing or an action:
crops, harvest, sprout, and store. Other
words in the book have the same feature:
orbit, cycle, and plant. Talk about the
meaning of each word in italics when it is
used as an action instead of a thing, and
practice giving examples so your mentee
understands the difference when reading
“store” as a thing versus “store” as an
action.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee what their favorite
season is and why. What do they like
to do during that season indoors and
outdoors? Do you have all four seasons
where you live? What do you and your
family do to prepare for the next season?
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 23.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
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o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You can
read just one or two sentences at a
time and have your mentee repeat
after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
o Stop on each page and come up with
at least one question to ask your
mentee about the sentences on that
page.

4. YOU READ
There won’t be time for your mentee to
read this book to you. Make sure during
echo reading that your mentee can read
the book well enough to bring home and
read independently.

paper and visit other mentoring pairs to
compare answers and discuss them. What
likes or dislikes do they have in common?
If your mentee wants to add something
to the list based on other students’
responses, write it down.
6. EXPLORE MORE

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Fold a piece of paper in half and in half
again. Tell your mentee that you are
folding it in halves and in quarters. Write
the name of each season on the four
corners of the paper. Ask your mentee to
tell you what they like best about each
season and write it in that quarter of the
paper. Turn the paper over and write the
name of each season on the same four
corners as the front. Ask your mentee to
tell you what they don’t like about each
season and write it in that quarter of the
paper. When you are finished, take your

Visit this site to see what each season
looks like in different parts of the world.
https://steemit.com/steemiteducation/@
ghostgtr/let-s-learn-about-climatearound-the-world
Remember that south of the equator,
the seasons are opposite from north
of the equator, so they have winter
when we have summer! Look at the two
temperature maps and try to answer the
questions in the activity. Do the same for
the rainfall map. Have fun!
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The Crow and the
Rain Barrel

Guided Reading Level: I

describe the picture. (Sample answers:
there are four crows; the rain barrel is full
of water; the crows told the first crow
that he is smart.) Ask your mentee to
guess what the crow did to prove he is
smart based on the cover picture and this
last picture.
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to tell you what they
know about crows. It is okay if they do
not know anything or know very little.
(Sample responses: they are loud; they
chase other birds; they eat snakes; they
are black; they are big; they are usually in
groups.)
Ask your mentee if they think crows are
smart. Ask why they said yes or no.
Tell your mentee that this is a fable like
The Ant and the Grasshopper. Ask your
mentee to tell you what a fable is. (It is
a short story with animals for characters
and has a moral or lesson at the end)
Read the title out loud and ask your
mentee to describe the picture on the
front. (Sample answers: there is a crow;
he is perched on an empty rain barrel; he
is by himself; he is next to a water spout
with no water.) Turn to the last page
and read it out loud. Ask your mentee to

24

Your mentee probably knows the
meaning of the words in this book but
may not know how they are spelled.
Preview tricky words, such as tried,
streams, half, idea, higher, beaks, and
splash, so your mentee will recognize and
pronounce them correctly.
Point out features of the words: the shape
of the word, the beginning letter, and the
word’s familiar letter sounds.
Tell your mentee to use the pictures as
clues about what is happening in the
book.
3. WE READ
Popcorn reading:
o You start reading the book out loud,
and whenever you want to stop, tap
the page and say, “popcorn.”
o Your mentee starts reading out loud
from where you left off.

o When your mentee wants to stop, they
tap the page and say, “popcorn.”
o Go back and forth like this until the
end of the book.
4. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.
5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to re-tell the story to
you in their own words. Make sure they
put the events in order and do not miss
any key details.
Ask your mentee if they think crows are
smart—why or why not?
How did the smart crow solve the water
problem so the old crow could reach to
drink it? (He put stones in the bottom

of the barrel.) Why did this make the
water rise to the top of the rain barrel?
(Because the stones took up space and
moved the water up. It is the same thing
that happens when you step into a tub—
the water rises because your body takes
up space in the tub and the water has to
move.)
Ask your mentee what the moral of the
fable is. (Do not make an assumption
about someone too soon—they might
fool you, there is always a way to make a
situation better if you have the ideas and
the tools to make it work.)
6. EXPLORE MORE
Visit this site to make an origami crow:
https://www.origamiway.com/easyorigami-bird.shtml. Use black paper or
color white paper with a black marker or
crayon.
Act out the story using the crow you
made. If you have time, make more
origami crows to represent the old crow
and the other crows.
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The Water Cycle
Guided Reading Level: K

Turn to page 8 and point out the words
at the top of the page “How Clouds Are
Formed.” This is called a heading, and
it tells the reader about the information
in the picture. Notice that there are also
labels in this picture. The heading is not
part of the picture—it is above or outside
of the picture. Think of the heading as the
title of the picture. Labels are inside or
on top of the picture. They describe the
information in the picture.
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 15.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK

3. WE READ

This book contains text features that will
help your mentee improve their reading
comprehension.

Echo reading:

Turn to page 7 and point out the words
on the picture “Water under the Ground,”
“Water in the Air,” and “Water in the
Clouds.” Explain that these are called
labels and they give information about
the photos to help the reader understand
the words better. Explain that the labels
and arrows match the words on the page.
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o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You can
read one or two sentences at a time
and have your mentee repeat after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
o Stop on each page and come up with
at least one question to ask your
mentee about the sentences on that
page.

When you get to page 6, tell your
mentee that this picture is especially
helpful because it gives us even more
information. Ask your mentee to explain
how the fruits and vegetables in the
picture relate to the words on the page.
(Sample answers: we can get water for
our bodies from fruit and vegetable juice;
we can make the juice ourselves with a
machine that squeezes the juice out of
the fruits and vegetables.)
4. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.
5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Turn to page 6 again. Ask your mentee if
they were surprised to learn how much
water we have in our bodies. Discuss how
water helps our bodies: How does water
help us eat? (Saliva helps us chew the
food and makes it soft to swallow, juices
in our stomach help digest our food.)
How does water help our nose? (Our
nose runs when it is cold outside or when
we have a cold to help get the germs
out of our body.) How does water help
our eyes? (Our eyes water when we get
something in our eye. Tears protect our
eye from getting scratched. Tears flush
toxins from our body and help sadness
go away.) How does water help our skin?
(We release moisture or sweat when we
are very hot to cool our body down and
prevent us from getting sick) How does
water help our wounds? (Blood clots at
the skin and makes a scab to prevent

bacteria from getting into our body and
help the wound heal.)
Ask your mentee to explain the water
cycle to you in their own words. They can
draw it if you have enough time.
6. EXPLORE MORE
Make three columns on a piece of paper
and write “How Clouds Are Formed” at
the top of the first column, “The Water
Cycle” at the top of the second column,
and “Where We Find Water” at the top
of the third column. Read the following
sentences to your mentee and have
them tell you which column the sentence
belongs under.
The sun heats the water. (Water Cycle)
Most of the water is in the sea. (Where
We Find Water)
The rainwater comes back to earth.
(Water Cycle)
Over half of our bodies are made up of
water. (Where We Find Water)
Tiny droplets float up into the air. (How
Clouds Are Formed)
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All About Snow
Guided Reading Level: J

o Next, ask your mentee to tell you
two to four things they want to know
about snow. These are usually written
as questions. Examples:
What is a blizzard?
How much snow is needed to go
skiing or snowboarding?
§ What happens if we don’t get
enough snow in a winter?
§ How does snow help the earth?
o Write these questions in the “Want to
Know” column.
§
§

o Do not complete the third column
before reading the book.
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Find out what your mentee knows about
snow. One way to do this is by making a
KWL chart.
o Draw three columns on a blank piece
of paper. Label the first column
“Know,” the second column “Want
to Know,” and the third column
“Learned.” Ask your mentee to tell you
everything they already know about
snow.
o It is okay if they don’t know what it is!
o Write down everything they say in
the “Know” column, even if it is not
accurate.
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Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 15.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:
o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You can
read just one or two sentences at a
time and have your mentee repeat
after you.

o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
o Stop on each page and come up with
at least one question to ask your
mentee about the sentences on that
page.
4. YOU READ
There won’t be time for your mentee to
read this book to you. Make sure during
echo reading that your mentee can read
the book well enough to bring it home
and read independently.
5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Look at the first column in the KWL chart.
Is everything your mentee said they knew
about snow accurate? If not, correct
the information. Look at the “Want to
Know” column and see if your mentee
can answer the questions after reading
the book. Help your mentee write the
answers under each question. Use the
internet to look up any questions that
were not answered in the book. Now look
at the column marked “Learned,” and ask
your mentee to tell you everything they
learned about snow. Make sure that the
information is accurate, and refer back to
the book if it is not.

6. EXPLORE MORE
Make a survey to find out what others
think about snow.
o Create three to five questions about
snow and winter. Here are some
examples:
Do you think snow creates
opportunities or problems? Why?
§ Would you rather experience a
blizzard or a hurricane? Why?
o After you have written your survey
questions, ask your friends and family
members for their responses. Write
them down and add up the responses.
§

o What do the numbers tell you? What
did you learn?
Ask your mentee to think about the last
book you read, called The Water Cycle.
Snow and ice were not mentioned in the
water cycle, but they are part of it. What
happens to our climate when there is not
enough moisture in the ground for clouds
to make rain or snow in the water cycle?
(Answer: drought—water shortage; crops
can’t grow.) What happens to our climate
when there is too much rain or snow in
the water cycle? (Answer: floods—rivers
and streams overflow; crops get washed
away.)
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Hurricane Dog
Guided Reading Level: G

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Your mentee probably knows the
meaning of the words in this book but
may not know how they are spelled.
Preview tricky words, such as changed,
ruined, brought, and wagged, so your
mentee will recognize and pronounce
them correctly.
Point out features of the words: the shape
of the word, the beginning letter, and the
word’s familiar letter sounds.
Remind your mentee to use the pictures
as clues about what is happening in the
book.
3. WE READ
Choral Reading:
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee if they have experienced
a hurricane. Have them tell you what they
know about hurricanes. Ask your mentee
if they know what happens to pets in a
hurricane.
Ask your mentee if they have pets at
home. Where did they get their pets—at a
shelter? Why do people bring animals to
a shelter? What is life like for animals who
stay at a shelter?
Show the cover to your mentee and ask
them to make one or two predictions
about the book based on the front cover.
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o You and your mentee read the words
aloud at the same time.
o You may need to read the page first
and then have your mentee read along
with you.
o Ask your mentee if they have
discovered the pattern of the book.
(Every page has four lines. and the last
word in every other line rhymes.)

4. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.
5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee if the predictions made
before reading came true. Why or why
not?
Ask your mentee to tell you how the story
in this book is different from the others
you have read. (Answers: it rhymes on
every page, which sounds more like a
poem than a story; the author introduces
us to Odie and tells us what the story will
be about on the first page; the author
writes a conclusion on the last page
and makes a connection to the reader’s
dreams; the author speaks to the reader
by saying, “I would like to tell you” on
page 2 and “yours can too” on page 12.)
Point out these differences if your mentee
does not notice them.
Ask your mentee to hold up one hand
and tell you the five main things that
happened in the book in order—one for
each finger. Your mentee should touch
that finger while telling you the event
while you write down the events in
order. (Answer: (1) there was a hurricane,
(2) Odie’s home was ruined, (3) Odie’s
owners took him to an animal shelter, (4)
Odie waited at the shelter until a family
came to adopt him, (5) Odie went home
with his new family.)

The last page says that Odie’s dream
came true. Ask your mentee what Odie’s
dream was, and have them point to
pictures in the book that support what his
dream was.
6. EXPLORE MORE
Using the order of events you just wrote
down, ask your mentee to tell you how
Odie was feeling during each one.
(Sample answers: (1) during the hurricane
– scared, confused; (2) house destroyed –
worried, sad; (3) taken to shelter – afraid,
sad, lonely; (4) new family at the shelter
– hopeful, excited; (5) going to new home
– nervous, happy, safe.)
Ask your mentee to re-tell the story from
a different point of view. How would
it be different if Odie told the story? If
the parents who lost their home in a
hurricane told the story? If the family that
adopted Odie from the shelter told the
story?
Visit this great website to learn more
about hurricanes with your mentee:
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weatherhurricane.htm
Select a section to read and discuss. Click
on the interactive maps or track a recent
hurricane.
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Are You a Mammal?
Guided Reading Level: J

Ask your mentee to look at the cover
and flip through the pages to look at
the pictures, but do not read the words.
Create three questions that your mentee
hopes will be answered in the book.
(Sample questions: What is a mammal?
How are mammals different from other
animals? What is special about mammals?
How smart are mammals?)
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 17.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:

1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee what they know about
mammals. If they aren’t sure, that’s okay!
Tell your mentee that they will learn
about mammals in the book today. If they
do tell you about mammals, make sure
the information is accurate—they have
hair or fur, they have a backbone, most
are born from mothers and not eggs, they
drink milk, and they breathe air.
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o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You can
read just one or two sentences at a
time and have your mentee repeat
after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
o Point out the new vocabulary
words and make sure your mentee
understands the meaning.

4. YOU READ

6. EXPLORE MORE

There won’t be time for your mentee to
read the whole book. Select four to five
pages for your mentee to read to you.
Make sure that your mentee can read the
book well enough to bring it home and
read independently.

Ask your mentee what their favorite
mammal is. Have them stand up and spell
the word by making the letters with their
body.

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Review the questions you wrote before
reading, and ask your mentee if they can
answer them now. Write the responses
and check for accuracy. It is okay to go
back to the book and check—tell your
mentee that is what good readers do! Use
the internet to find answers that were not
in the book.

Explain that mammals are just one kind
of animal and that there are others—
insects, reptiles, birds, fish, etc. Read the
following animals out loud, and if it’s a
mammal, have your mentee stand up. If
it’s not a mammal, have your mentee sit
on the floor or ground. (The letter M is
after each animal that is a mammal.)
crow
snake
horse (M)
turtle

dog (M)
monkey (M)
kitten (M)
dolphin (M)

goldfish
bee
lion (M)

Take a piece of paper and fold it in half
and in half again. Open it up and put an
exclamation point (!) in the first quarter,
draw a star (*) in the second quarter, a
plus sign (+) in the third quarter, and a
question mark (?) in the fourth quarter.
Ask your mentee to tell you one thing
that they were surprised to learn in the
book and write it next to the exclamation
point. Next, have your mentee tell you
one thing that they really liked reading
about in the book and write it next to the
star. Then, ask your mentee to tell you
one important thing they really want to
remember that they read in the book and
write it next to the plus sign. Last, ask
your mentee if they have a new question
after reading the book and write that
next to the question mark. Try to find the
answer to that question and write it in the
box next to the question mark.
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The Greedy Dog and
the Very Big Bone
Guided Reading Level: K

Point out features of the words: the shape
of the word, the beginning letter, and the
word’s familiar letter sounds.
Remind your mentee to use the pictures
as clues about what is happening in the
book.
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK

3. WE READ

Ask your mentee to tell you about
someone they know who does not like to
share. They do not need to tell you the
person’s name, but have them describe
that person’s actions. Ask your mentee
how other people feel when someone
does not share their things or takes other
people’s things. Is sharing an important
quality in a friend? Why or why not?

Choral Reading:

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS

Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.

Teach the meaning of the word greedy
using your strategies for new vocabulary
on page 3 of this Mentor Guide.
Your mentee probably knows the
meaning of the other words in this book
but may not know how they are spelled.
Preview tricky words, such as bought,
bridge, and reflection, so your mentee will
recognize and pronounce them correctly.
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o You and your mentee read the words
aloud at the same time.
o You may need to read the page first
and then have your mentee read along
with you.
4. YOU READ

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK

6. EXPLORE MORE

Ask your mentee to tell you what actions
the greedy dog did to the other animals
to show that he was greedy (Sample
answers: he tried to take the other dog’s
food, the cows’ hay, the cats’ milk, and
corn from the chickens and the turkey; he
took the farmer’s big bone.)

Ask your mentee to think back to the
book Are You a Bully? and tell you if the
greedy dog is a bully. Why or why not?

Ask your mentee to describe how the
other animals felt towards the greedy
dog. What are the clues that the other
animals felt that way? Have your mentee
show you by pointing to words or
pictures in the book. (Sample answers:
pictures – the dog has a snarl on his face,
the cats and the chickens are pointing at
him with an angry look on their faces, and
the turkey chases him away with squinty
eyes; words – the turkey bit his ear, the
animals told him, “don’t be so greedy.”)

Now ask your mentee to think back to
the book The Donkey and His Driver.
How is the greedy dog different from the
Driver? (The Driver was kind, patient, and
thoughtful)
Ask your mentee to re-tell this story
but replace the greedy dog in this book
with the Driver from The Donkey and His
Driver. Turn each page while your mentee
tells the new story. How are the two
stories different?

Ask your mentee to explain how the
greedy dog’s actions contributed to how
the other animals felt about him.
Ask your mentee to explain the moral of
the story. Why are greedy people never
happy?
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The Friendship Shell
Guided Reading Level: K

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Teach the meaning of the following words
using your strategies for new vocabulary
on page 3 of this Mentor Guide.
glanced
daydreaming
envious

boarded
bubbled out (page 7)
pranced

Your mentee probably knows the
meaning of the words below, but they
might not know how they are spelled.
stretched
quite
strange

ocean
friendly
prize

3. WE READ
Echo reading:
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee what qualities or
attributes—remember that word from the
book about mammals?—they look for in
a friend. Are there some qualities that are
more important than others? How does
your mentee decide who they want for a
friend or playmate?
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o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You may
even want to read just one or two
sentences at a time and have your
mentee repeat after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
o Point out the new vocabulary
words and make sure your mentee
understands their meaning.

4. YOU READ
Ask your mentee if they notice something
familiar about the way this story sounds.
Does it remind them of another book
they read with you? The last word in
every other sentence rhymes, and there is
a pattern to the sound of the sentences.
Help your mentee read the sentences
with a smooth flow like you modeled and
they practiced during the “We Read”
activity.
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.

The author of this book is using shells as
a way to think about people we know.
Ask your mentee if they think all people
are the same or each is one unique and
different. Explain why and give examples.
Ask your mentee to explain why the
teacher thought the seashell was rare and
special. Why did the little girl change her
mind about the shell after it was passed
around the class?
6. EXPLORE MORE
Use the words that your mentee told you
were the qualities they look for in a friend
to make your own crossword puzzle!
o Select at least five words.

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK

o Draw the blocks for the answers,
overlapping some words like in a
crossword puzzle.

Ask your mentee if they think all shells
look the same or if each looks unique and
different. Explain why.

o Ask your mentee to create the clue for
each answer. Use descriptive words in
each clue!
o Swap your puzzle with other mentees
and see if you can fill in all the blanks!
You can also use a free online crossword
puzzle maker such as this one: https://bit.
ly/1bNi1Fw
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Stay Safe
Guided Reading Level: K

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 15.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:
o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You may
even want to read just one or two
sentences at a time and have your
mentee repeat after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to tell you what rules
they have at home and school that help
them stay safe. Discuss why safety is
important and tell your mentee what
rules you have at school and home to
help you stay safe.
Ask your mentee to tell you what
happens if they don’t follow the safety
rules. (Answer: they might get hurt or
have consequences at school.)
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o Point out the new vocabulary
words and make sure your mentee
understands their meaning.
4. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK

6. EXPLORE MORE

Ask your mentee to re-tell the book
to you in their own words. Is safety
something they talk about at home
and school? There are people in the
community who help us all stay safe—
what do they do for work? (Sample
answers: teachers, firefighters, police
officers, doctors, nurses, bus drivers.)

Draw a triangle on a piece of paper. Tell
your mentee that this is a safety triangle
and they should have three people they
can go to if they don’t feel safe. Write
the names of those three people on
each point of the table. The names can
change, but your mentee should always
have three people listed on the triangle.
Of course, your mentee can have more
than three people they trust to put on the
triangle! It is okay to switch names and to
go to more than one person in a situation.
Ask your mentee to tell you the attributes
or qualities of the people they put on that
triangle. What actions do those people
do that make them trustworthy?

Ask your mentee to make a list of three
things it is important to do to stay safe.
(Sample answers: follow rules; tell an
adult when something is wrong; tell your
parents where you are and who you are
with when you are not home; know your
name and address in case you get lost.)
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Terrific Teeth
Guided Reading Level: L

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 15.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:
o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You may
even want to read just one or two
sentences at a time and have your
mentee repeat after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee what they do to take
good care of their teeth. Why would a
book about teeth be included in a unit
about safety? (Sample answers: keep
hands and body parts away from animals’
teeth; people can bite, too.)
Read the title and show the cover to your
mentee. Flip through the pages without
reading any words. Ask your mentee to
predict what information the book will
have about teeth.
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o Point out the new vocabulary
words and make sure your mentee
understands their meaning.

4. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.
5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Fold a piece of paper in half and in half
again. Open it up and put an exclamation
point (!) in the first quarter, draw a star
(*) in the second quarter, draw a plus
sign (+) in the third quarter, and draw a
question mark (?) in the fourth quarter.
Ask your mentee to tell you one thing
that they were surprised to learn about
teeth and write it next to the exclamation
point. Next, your mentee tells you one
thing that they really liked reading about
in the book and you write it next to the
star. Then, have your mentee tell you
one important thing they really want to
remember about teeth that they read
in the book and write it next to the plus
sign. Last, ask your mentee if they have a

new question after reading the book, and
write that next to the question mark. Try
to find the answer to that question and
write it in the box next to the question
mark.
6. EXPLORE MORE
Say the name of the following animals
and ask your mentee to tell you if their
teeth are safe or dangerous:
lion
bear
horse

anteater (safe)
baby (safe)

crow (safe)
shark

Watch this short video to learn more
about animals’ special teeth including
sharks, vipers, beavers, and walruses.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TG3fyVOWqJY
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Lions
Guided Reading Level: L

2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Remind your mentee that a glossary
is a “Know Your Words” list with word
meanings, and turn to page 15.
Follow the steps on page 3 of this Mentor
Guide to explain the meanings of the
words to your mentee.
3. WE READ
Echo reading:
o You read each page, and your mentee
repeats each page after you. You may
even want to read just one or two
sentences at a time and have your
mentee repeat after you.
o Be sure one of you is using your finger
to follow the words.
1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to tell you what they
know about lions. Next, ask your mentee
to create three questions they want
answered about lions in this book and
write them down on a piece of paper.
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o Point out the new vocabulary
words and make sure your mentee
understands their meaning.
4. YOU READ
Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. Help your mentee pronounce words
correctly by saying the word if they get
stuck. Point to clues in the pictures that
represent the meaning of words they
struggle with.

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK

A lion’s roar tells other animals to stay
away. (2 or 3)

Were the questions your mentee created
answered in the book? If yes, write them
down. If not, research the answers online
and write them down.

Female lions do most of the hunting. (1)

Notice that this book has headings above
most of the pictures in this book. Make
three columns on a piece of paper and
write “Lions Are Good Hunters” at the top
of the first column, “Lions Live in Groups”
at the top of the second column, and
”Facts about Lions” at the top of the third
column. Read the following sentences
out loud and ask your mentee to tell you
which column it belongs in.

6. EXPLORE MORE

Baby lions are called cubs. (3)

Answer the questions on pages 12–14
in the book together with your mentee.
Check your answers on page 16.
Tell your mentee to pretend to be a lion
for a day. Have your mentee act out these
daily activities: How does a lion hunt?
How does a lion run? How does a lion
roar? How does a lion eat?

Lions hunt together as a team. (1)
Lions live in Africa. (3)
A group of lions is called a pride. (2)
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The Lion and
the Mouse

Guided Reading Level: M

Your mentee probably knows the
meaning of the words below, but they
might not know how they are spelled.
jungle laugh
deserves

caught

giggled

Point out features of the words: the shape
of the word, the beginning letter, and the
word’s familiar letter sounds.
Remind your mentee to use the pictures
as clues about what is happening in the
book.

1. INTRODUCE THE BOOK
Draw three columns on a piece of paper
and write “Lion” at the top of one,
“Mouse” at the top of another, and “Both”
at the top of the last column. Ask your
mentee to tell you what they know about
lions and mice. Next, ask your mentee to
tell you after each statement if it is true
about lions only, mice only, or something
they both have in common, and write it
in the correct column. Example: “They
have a tail” goes in the Both column. “It
has a big roar” goes in the Lion column.
“It squeaks softly” goes in the Mouse
column.
2. KNOW YOUR WORDS
Teach the meaning of the following words
using your strategies for new vocabulary
on page 3 of this Mentor Guide.
dozing
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clever

furious

experiment

3. WE READ
Popcorn reading:
o You start reading the book out loud,
and whenever you want to stop, tap
the page and say, “popcorn.”
o Your mentee starts reading out loud
from where you left off.
o When your mentee wants to stop, they
tap the page and say, “popcorn.”
o Go back and forth like this until the
end of the book.

4. YOU READ

6. EXPLORE MORE

Your mentee reads the book aloud to
you. If there is not enough time to read
the whole book, choose two pages at the
beginning, two pages in the middle, and
two pages at the end for your mentee to
read out loud to you. Help your mentee
pronounce words correctly by saying the
word if they get stuck. Point to clues in
the pictures that represent the meaning
of words they struggle with.

Ask your mentee to re-tell the story from
the point of view of the mouse. Turn
each page and have your mentee say the
words along with the pictures. What are
the differences between the story you
read and the new story your mentee just
told?

5. DISCUSS THE BOOK
Ask your mentee to re-tell the story to
you in their own words. What were the
main ideas, and what were the important
details?
Ask your mentee to explain the meaning
of the moral at the end and tell you
about a time that they were able to help
someone bigger and stronger. How did
that feel?

Remind your mentee about other fables
that you have read together. Draw three
columns on a piece of paper and label
one of them “greedy dog,” one of them
“lion,” and one of them “both.” Ask your
mentee to make statements about the
greedy dog. If it applies to the greedy
dog only, write it in that column. If it
applies to the lion, write it in that column.
If it applies to both the greedy dog and
the lion, write it in that column.
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